Presentation to Randburg Horticultural Society—Wed. 13th August, 2008-08-12
1. Thanks for invitation

2. Introduce Julia

3. What is EIGSA?  --  Main aim is to educate

Who or what are Earthworm Buddies?
--
We are a group of people who work closely with EIGSA and subscribe to the same basic principles.  We  do all we can to provide the means for people in and around Joburg to make the best possible use of earthworms.  

4. 5R’s principles  --  Rethink  --  Re-use  --  Re-cycle  --  Reduce  --  Re-generate

5. Why are earthworms so important?
Nature’s own waste managers—only creatures which are fed waste and produce Black Gold – only creatures able to reconstruct depleted soil

6. Why are they so efficient at doing this?
-- Compost worms work and live only  in top 100-150mm of soil
-- 
Other endemic species who burrow work at various depths up to 120cms deep
They line their tunnels with beneficial microbes and deposit vermicompost at the depths that each species works and lives.

THIS IS WHY WE ADVOCATE THE “NO TILL” METHOD
Destroy the tunnel and you have often sentenced them to death

7. We are all aware of the Carbon Footprint we are leaving.  WE CAN ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHICH WILL SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT  You probably already know of many of these ways.  The one I want to emphasise this morning is that of kitchen and garden waste
8. Earthworms convert almost all organic waste to produce two products which are the best fertiliser you can add to your soil.  These are Vermicompost and Vermitea.  Both are substantially richer than any commercial  compost  On average tests done on these return figures of 7 times the richness of ordinary compost.  I have brought some plants to show the difference between plants treated with v-compost and v-tea.  
9. How can the household produce these products?
--
EIGSA and Earthworm Buddies believe that every home should have at least one wormery.  A worm bin for converting kitchen waste to vermicompost.  Ideally every home should run at least 2 types of wormery:-
a worm bin and either a Static Wormery or a Multi-bin system.  The Static wormery is a specially prepared compost heap in which worms can breed and feed on both kitchen waste and garden waste.  These produce copious amounts of vermicompost but no vermitea.  Multi-Bin systems comprise a series of bins which produce both vermicompost and vermitea in large quantities.  
10. Today we are going to look more closely at the kitchen waste bins.  We make these in 3 sizes—56l, 70l and 120l.  We will work with the small bin, but the steps are the same for all.
